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At DeGaris Lawyers we provide legal advice in a variety of areas of law to better assist you and our community.
· Commercial

· Litigation

· Family Law

· Conveyancing (SA and VIC)

· Wills and Estate Planning

· Deceased Estates

· Personal Injury

· Victims of Crime

· Workcover

· Criminal

We are now also able to provide you with “Fair Work” advice and assistance so that you can be sure your business is complying with all the new rules and regulations.

Please feel free to contact us for your legal needs.

FAMILY LAW

Family disputes such as divorce or separation can be an unsettling and emotional period of your life - especially when children are involved. Our family law team provides professional legal advice on your rights and obligations, and also guidance during this difficult period. 

Our family law team is experienced in all aspects of family law and understands the emotions that can be brought on from such a traumatic time. We aim to minimise hostility and financial burden by helping you reach an amicable agreement with your ex-partner as quickly as possible. We take special care to ensure that the best interests of the children are put first.

Please feel free to contact us for your legal needs.
WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING

It’s never too late to begin estate planning. Most people haven't made a simple will, to say nothing of a more comprehensive plan to avoid probate or save on estate costs. Ignoring the inevitable can have terrible consequences that can end up being very expensive and even result in permanent rifts among family members. 

Ensure your estate doesn't fall into the wrong hands. Estate planning allows you to specify exactly who receives what. A Will is one way to do this, but there are other alternatives to consider; 

· list your beneficiaries in your insurance policies. 

· choose someone to be your Power of Attorney while you are alive. 

· Execute a Binding Nomination for Superannuation proceeds

· name someone to become your kids' legal guardians should something happen to you. 

Make a plan that will be easy to administer, lower expenses and get the best possible advantage for your heirs.

Please feel free to contact us for all your legal needs.

DECEASED ESTATES

If you have been named as an executor in a Will, it means the deceased wanted you to oversee his or her estate. It is a very responsible job but can be made much easier with the assistance of our experienced deceased estate’s team.


If you are the sole executor, you may need the assistance of DeGaris Lawyers to help deal with the legalities of the administration of the estate. 
If there is a need to obtain a grant of Probate we can prepare the documents required for you to apply for the grant of Probate (Probate is an order of the Supreme Court of South Australia which 'proves' the will and gives the executor the legal right to administer the estate). 

There could also be Capital Gains Tax Implications when transferring estate assets.
Please feel free to contact us for your legal needs.
VICTIMS OF CRIME

If you have been the victim of a violent crime, you may be eligible for compensation. 
This may include assault, rape or robbery or a mental as well as a physical injury. Close family members of a victim who has died as a result of a crime can also be compensated.

It is best to seek legal advice from a lawyer who is experienced in criminal injuries compensation.
Our Victims of Crime team will provide professional legal advice on your rights in a caring and friendly manner during this difficult time. 
Please feel free to contact us for your legal needs.
PERSONAL INJURY

DeGaris Lawyers with over 30 years experience in insurance and negligence claims helping clients attain the maximum result in the least amount of time in a friendly and caring environment where the welfare of the client is of principal concern to all solicitors and support staff. Personal Injury claims have strict time limits.

We provide service on a No Win No Fee basis* with the first consultation provided Free.
We specialise in motor vehicle compensation claims and provide legal advice across a range of insurance, negligence & defamation areas of law. 
Please feel free to contact us for all your legal needs.
WORKCOVER

All workers are entitled to WorkCover compensation for an injury at work, so contact us to find out if you are eligible to make a claim.

Workers entitled to a WorkCover compensation include:

· Full-time, part-time and casual workers 

· Permanent and temporary workers 

· Many self-employed contractors 

· Owner-drivers 

· Out workers, working from home

WorkCover provides compensation for:

· Injuries sustained at work, including during lunch and other breaks 

· Pre-existing injuries aggravated by work 

· Diseases or medical conditions made worse by work 

· Injuries sustained at work functions 

· Injuries sustained during work training sessions 

· Injuries sustained while travelling in the course of work

Please feel free to contact us for your legal needs.
ATTORNEY DOCUMENTS

There are two main types of legal powers of attorney documents that a person signs to entrust legal decision making to one or two people of their choice. 

The first gives someone financial and legal decision-making power 

a) from the time the document is signed until the document is revoked by the patient

b) from the time the donor is unable/unfit to handle their own affairs

The second gives all health care related decisions away only if the patient cannot speak for themselves at the time. 

It is advisable to separate the two types of documents so that one person is not responsible for all decisions and not in a conflict of interest.

Please feel free to contact us for your legal needs.
ARE YOU PURCHASING A PROPERTY?

Our conveyancing team will: 
1. Peruse the contract of sale, and check all special conditions are met prior to settlement.

2. Advise of stamp duty, registration fees and other disbursements to be paid by Purchaser.

3. Prepare all conveyancing documents for the purchaser, including formal memorandum of transfer; applications for First Home Owners stamp duty remission (if applicable); stamp documents and pay registration fees “in house” prior to settlement.

4. Prepare and check adjustment and settlement statements, and liaise with financier and purchaser to arrange funds to cover settlement obligations.

5. Arrange with financier to attend settlement, arrange with purchaser for disbursal of purchaser price, fees and disbursements as agreed.

6. Arrange “check search” of Title on day of settlement to ensure clear title, with no encumbrances.

7. Lodge and register transfer, and arrange delivery of Certificate of Title after settlement.

8. Full transaction history including copy of documents, adjustment & settlement statements, trust account transactions will be supplied to Purchasers. 

All FIRST HOME BUYERS will also be offered a free ½ hour appointment to discuss Wills, and Powers of Attorney, should they require this service. 
ARE YOU SELLING A PROPERTY?

Our conveyancing team will: 

1. Peruse the contract of sale, and check all special conditions are met prior to settlement.
2. Check all conveyancing documents including  transfers, discharge of mortgage documents and discharge of any other encumbrances, and arrange for execution of documents.

3. Arrange with financier to discharge mortgage, and arrange execution of discharge of other encumbrances (if required) in readiness for settlement.

4. Prepare adjustment and settlement statements, and arrange for approval of statements prior to settlement.  These Settlement Statements include the adjustment of rates for Council, SA Water, Emergency Services, Land Tax  and Rental  (if applicable).  Please note service utilities such as Telephone, Electricity and Gas are the sole responsibility of the Vendor.

5. Arrange settlement date and time, and attendance of all parties.

6. Check search Title on day of settlement.

7. Liaise with agent & organize balance of deposit, arrange payment of Agent’s fees, disbursal of funds and deposit of funds to Vendor’ account as per instructions. Advise Vendor & Agent when settlement occurs.

8. Full information will be supplied to the Vendor after settlement, including copy of documents, adjustment & settlement statements, trust account statements, for Vendor’s records.

DeGaris Lawyers

49 Helen Street

(PO Box 869)

MOUNT GAMBIER SA 5290

PH: 08 8723 114 FX: (08) 8723 0323

E-mail – admin@degarislawyers.com.au
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